X                                     PREFACE.

of all the tradesmen round them, they think, com-
mand a difference ; and he that will not do as others
do, is esteemed as nobody among them.

The following directions are calculated to enable
the young tradesman to stem the attacks of those
fatal customs, which otherwise will inevitably send
him the way of all the thoughtless tradesmen that
have gone before him.

Here he will be effectually encouraged to set out
well, and to avoid all those rocks which the gay
race of tradesmen so frequently suffer shipwreck
upon; and here he will have a true plan of his own
prosperity drawn out for him; by which he may
square his conduct in an unerring manner, and fear
neither bad fortune nor bad friends.

Here he will learn the absolute necessity of
trading within the bounds of his own stock, and
the certain ruin of that modern custom of trading
upon borrowed credit or borrowed money, with the
dismal consequences of high discount, and taking
up money at interest.

Here also he will find brief specimens for book-
keeping, and directions for keeping a pocket-ledger,
in case of fire. And in order to make this work a
complete directory for tradesmen of all denomina-
tions, I have thought it necessary to discourse,
though as briefly as I could, of the several branches
of our home trade, especially those which neces-
sarily embark the inland tradesman in some parts
of foreign business, and so make a merchant of the